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during recent years. The physiological approach to the subject is especially
admirable. The work appears equally valuable to students, teachers and
clinicians. WILLIAM J. GERMAN.
REFLEX ACTIVITY OF THE SPINAL CORD. By R. S. Creed,
D. Denny-Brown, J. C. Eccles, E. G. T. Liddell, and C. S. Sher-
rington. Oxford University Press, 1932.
This is a concise account of the elementary features of reflex mechanism.
In an attempt to evolve a general principle fundamental to coordination an
analysis of the simpler reflexes is made. The prime factor in coordination is
said to be the adjustment of the quantity of contraction. This is presented
as the resultant of two interacting antagonistic central processes, excitation
and inhibition.
The literature is extensively reviewed and supplemented by many original
experiments. EXUM WALKER.
MANOMETRIC METHODS AS APPLIED TO THE MEASUREMENT
OF CELL RESPIRATION AND OTHER PROCESSES. By MalcolmDixon,
with a foreword by Sir F. G. Hopkins. Cambridge: at The Uni-
versity Press; New York: the Macmillan Company, 1934.
The peculiar usefulness of the manometric methods described by Dixon
lies in the fact that they are concerned with the measurements of continuous
processes-respiration of tissue and bacteria and catalyses of various kinds.
These methods are, therefore, especially applicable to the study of rates of
gaseous exchanges and not to the total amount of gases as are the technics
developed by Van Slyke and his coworkers. Dixon's book is divided into two
parts; the first contains the basic theories used in the construction of three
types of manometers, constant pressure, constant volume and the differential
manometer. The second and longer part of the monograph describes the
methods required for the use of these manometers and is replete with practical
details. The technics described by Dixon have daily become more wide-
spread in their usefulness. The book will therefore be desirable vade mecum
in any laboratory devoted to the study of the functions of cells and tissues.
HAROLD E. HIMWICH.